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Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 6 June regarding annual progress reporting to the Education and 
Skills Committee on widening access. The Scottish Government is firmly committed to equity 
and excellence in higher education and to ensuring that every young person can access 
learning that will provide them with the skills and qualifications to succeed in life. I am delighted 
to be leading this area in my new role as Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and 
Science and I very much welcome the Committee’s continued interest in widening access.   
  
I note the Committee’s request for annual updates on progress towards the targets and 
milestones set out by the Scottish Government in response to the Commission for Widening 
Access’ report and details on the extent to which:  
 

• a whole education sector approach is being taken forward;  

• relevant data to support widening access is available to track progress and support 
implementation of the Commission’s recommendations, such as higher achievement 
levels by the end of S6;  

• progress has been made towards the development of a unique learner number or 
other new measures for assessing deprivation and monitoring attainment;  

• adequate funding is available to support the implementation of the Commission’s 
recommendations; and  

• the Commissioner’s work and the Government’s work (including additional 
recommendations made or working groups chaired etc) are aligned with each other 
and are focussed on meeting the Commission recommendations. 
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Monitoring progress 
 
In respect of progress towards the widening access targets set, the Scottish Funding Council’s 
Report on Widening Access 2016-17, (http://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications-
statistics/statistical-publications/statistical-publications-2018/SFCST062018.aspx) 
published in May, provides data on the progress in line with the targets set by the Commission 
on Widening Access. This official statistical publication is published annually on the Scottish 
Funding Council website. The 2016-17 data in the current report pre-dates the publication of 
the Commission’s final report and therefore establishes a baseline against which to judge 
progress. Moving forward I expect to see the initial impact of the Commission’s 
recommendations and targets in next years’ report, which will focus on entrant data up to 2017-
18. 
 
The Access Delivery Group (ADG), which I will chair, was established in 2017 to support the 
whole system approach to change the Commission identified was need to achieve our 
widening access ambitions. This multi-stakeholder group brings together all those with a 
responsibility for delivery of the Commission’s recommendations, those leading delivery 
projects and other key stakeholders.  
 
The group is driving forward and coordinating delivery of all of the recommendations, and is 
the official mechanism for monitoring progress on implementation. It also provides a forum for 
strategic discussion with the sector on widening access. Membership comprises stakeholders 
from across the whole education system, from early years through to higher education and 
includes the Commissioner for Fair Access.  ADG agendas and disclosable papers are 
published on the Scottish Government website (https://beta.gov.scot/groups/access-delivery-
group/). 
 
Through the ADG a Lead Delivery Partner has been assigned responsibility for leading the 
implementation of each recommendation/sub recommendation made by the Commission on 
Widening Access. Baseline information on plans for implementation have also been gathered 
and quarterly monitoring will be undertaken against these. Information on implementation and 
monitoring will be published on the Scottish Government website in due course.   
 
The Commissioner for Fair Access will continue to publish an annual report. Going forward 
this will include consideration of progress on implementation, as set out in Recommendation 
34 which states “… progress towards equal access should be reported on annually by the 
Commissioner for Fair Access”.  We anticipate that the Commissioner’s report will be the main 
source for annual assessment of progress going forward, drawing on both key published 
statistics and monitoring information from the ADG. 
 
Development of data and measures to support widening access 
 
My officials have established an Access Data Working Group to support implementation. 
The primary purpose of the group is to address Recommendation 31, to develop a consistent 
and robust set of measures to identify access students by 2018; however the group may also 
consider other wider aspects of data development to support access. 
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The working group includes university practitioners and representatives from the Scottish 
Government, the Scottish Funding Council, Universities Scotland, Colleges Scotland and the 
National Union of Students Scotland. To ensure alignment between this work and our work to 
support school attainment, the group also includes Scottish Government Learning officials and 
analysts.  This collaborative approach to data development has already resulted in new 
analyses of school attainment being published to support our work on fair access. 
 
I hope this provides with reassurance on the availability of the information you have requested 
and I look forward to working with the Education and Skills Committee in my new role.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
                                          

RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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